President's Greeting
It was great to see so many of the commercial and hobbyist beekeepers from across Idaho in attendance at our
2014 Annual Idaho Honey Industry Association Conference in Boise the first of December. The conference
planning committee lined up a stellar group of presenters and topics important to our industry. Thanks to everyone who helped to make the conference a success. Moving the annual banquet and auction to Thursday
evening was a positive change with an increased attendance. The board and officers of IHIA remained the
same for the coming year. I look forward to serving as your President as we work to enhance and strengthen
the honey industry in the Gem State.
Andrew Puckett
President

Annual Meeting Highlights
Thanks to those who were presenters at the 2014 Idaho Honey Industry Association Conference.
They each brought insightful and helpful information.
Peter Berthelsen, Director of Habitat Partnerships — Pheasants Forever, Inc.
Christi Heintz, Executive Director — Project Apis m.
Brandon Hopkins, WSU Apiary Research Manager — Washington State University
Randy Oliver, Owner and Operator — Randy Oliver & Sons
Steve Sheppard, Professor — Chair of Department of Entomology
Ellen Topitzhofer, Tech Team — Bee Informed Partnership / OSU
Thanks to the exhibitors who joined us for the 2014 Idaho Honey Conference. We appreciate your
support and the opportunity to purchase products and services from you.
Idaho Honey Industry Association
GloryBee
Mann Lake
Strachan Apiaries, Inc.
True Wood Products
Western Bee Supplies
ANNUAL AUCTION: Thanks to the auctioneers, Phil Puckett and Jay Miller, for their excellent
abilities to coach, coerce, and steal from many in attendance. The final result was a total of $12,946
generated from the 2014 auction. Thanks to everyone who donated items to be sold.
BUDGET: Enclosed is a copy of the 2015 budget for IHIA operations. This budget reflects the
following:
a) membership dues remain the same as 2014
b) renewed contract with Association Management Group for administrative services
c) investment in research on behalf of Idaho producers
d) membership in Food Producers of Idaho
DUES: The annual dues notice is enclosed for your consideration of membership with IHIA. The
membership voted for dues to remain the same for 2015 ($50/individual/year). The IHIA membership
fee is for only one person. Enclosed is a list of those who were members in 2014. We hope to add
your name to our membership roster in 2015.
-over-

Annual Meeting Highlights continued from front page

HOBBYIST: The hobbyist met on Friday afternoon following the IHIA conference. At the 2014
Annual Meeting of IHIA, the bylaws were amended to allow the hobbyist to elect from within their
ranks a representative to the IHIA board who will serve as an ex-officio member with voting
privileges. The hobbyist elected Steve Sweet to serve for the coming year.
RESEARCH SUPPORT: The board of directors approved research money be sent to Project Apis m. in the
amount of $5,000 and to Pheasants Forever, Inc. Idaho project, $3,000.00.
BOARD OF DIRECTOR ELECTIONS: Congratulations to the following elected to lead IHIA for the coming
year:
President: Andrew Puckett
Vice President: Scott Hamilton
Secretary/Treasurer: Josh Reisinger
Elected to another term on the board of directors:
Brody Tomazin, Blackfoot
Jonathan Millet, Greenleaf (past president)
Dan Mudd, Salmon
Nick Noyes, Fruitland
A new roster of the board is enclosed for your information. Please feel free to contact IHIA board members if
you have industry or organization related questions.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT: Enclosed is the 2014 Executive Director report from Rick Waitley and
Benjamin Kelly, Association Management Group. Please read it over for information about how your
organization has been involved over the past 12 months.
HONEY PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS: At the annual conference, IHIA had a number of promotional items
available for use by producers in promoting the industry. One of the new items developed in-house by AMG
staff member, Nic Gibson is enclosed for you. If you would like additional bookmarks, please contact the IHIA
office and indicate the quantity that you would like to receive.
WEBPAGE: During the annual meeting a survey was provided to members related to the development of an
IHIA website. Twenty-three responses were received and all were in favor of developing a website. The
following items were highly suggested to be included on the website:
Information about annual conference
IHIA newsletters (present and past)
Links to other honey information sites
IHIA Board of Directors
Legislative news updates
Payment of membership online
Online registration for conference
IHIA bylaws
Idaho Code dealing with commercial honey production in Idaho
We anticipate the new website being up and available with information in the next few weeks and will inform
our members about the website when it becomes available.

HONEY BRIEFS: Would you like to receive Honey Briefs from time to time providing you information
about legislative activities, industry news and other updates? if you would please send your email
address to Cindy Pusey at the IHIA office - cindy@amgidaho.com so we can add you to our
electronic mailing list.
COMMISSION NEWS: Members of the Idaho Honey Commission met with administrative staff
members of the Idaho State Department of Agriculture and Rick Waitley to discuss future operations
for the commission. At the current time, the Honey Commission members are: Dale Reisinger,
Chairman, Jay Miller, and Phil Puckett. A number of items were discussed related to the function of the
commission and how parts of the Idaho Code establishing the commission might be changed in the
2015 Legislature to make for smoother operations. We will keep you posted through Honey Briefs or a
future newsletter as these issues are addressed and resolved.

